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who we are and why we exist
About PIEFA

Governance
PIEFA is governed by a skills-based Board of Directors who bring deep expertise
across education, agriculture, industry, and public policy. This strong governance
framework ensures strategic oversight, accountability, and alignment with PIEFA’s
mission as a national not-for-profit and registered charity. Our board and leadership
are committed to transparency, impact, and collaboration — ensuring that every
initiative we undertake is informed, inclusive, and aligned to the needs of educators,
students, and the primary industries sector.

Our Mission
To engage Australian schools and
community through education of food
and fibre production and careers.

Our Vision
The value of Australian food and fibre
production is embedded in the
national psyche.

Established in 2008, the Primary Industries Education Foundation Australia (PIEFA) is a
not-for-profit organisation with registered charity status, and the nation’s leading
organisation dedicated to food and fibre education. Backed by key Research and
Development Corporations (RDCs) and other industry partners, PIEFA provides
evidence-based, curriculum-aligned programs that educate, inspire, and equip the
next generation of informed consumers and future professionals in agriculture and
related fields.



PIEFA plays a vital role across the full education pipeline – from the early years of
school through to post-school pathways – by providing practical, curriculum-aligned
support to teachers and students.

We equip primary and secondary educators with trusted, ready-to-use classroom
resources that integrate seamlessly into lesson planning. These resources help
students explore where their food and fibre come from, understand the role of
innovation and technology in modern primary industries, and appreciate agriculture’s
contribution to Australian life.

We offer professional development opportunities that empower teachers to
confidently deliver food and fibre education, stay up-to-date with industry trends, and
connect with peers to share best practice.

We also support career awareness and transitions, showcasing the breadth of
opportunities across Australia’s food and fibre supply chains — from science and
engineering to trade, agribusiness, and innovation.

from classroom to career

Bridging the Gap Between Education and Primary Industries

WHY IT MATTERS
Despite the critical importance of our primary industries, many students finish school
without basic literacy in how this sector operates — or how they might participate in
them.

PIEFA addresses this by bridging three key gaps:
Difficulty for teachers to embed food and fibre education into classroom learning
Limited career awareness among students about modern, rewarding roles
A disconnect between industry and education

By improving food and fibre literacy,
promoting and supporting successful
food and fibre programs, teachers and
schools, PIEFA helps to shape
informed citizens, support decision-
making, and foster respect for rural
and regional communities.

PIEFAPIEFA

studentsstudents

teachersteachers

industryindustry

Limited food and fibre
production and career

awareness

Difficulty
embedding food
and fibre content

in classroom
learning

Disconnect with
young Australians

More importantly, we
inspire students to pursue
careers in our primary
industries — helping to
build a skilled, innovative
workforce for the future.



partnership opportunities

PIEFA is trusted for our work which spans classroom resources, educator support,
student engagement, and cross-sector collaboration. Everything we do is grounded in
curriculum, informed by industry, and aligned with national priorities around workforce
development.

WHAT PIEFA OFFERS

Our Offering. Your Opportunity. 

✔ Curriculum-aligned classroom resources used by thousands of teachers nationwide
✔ Professional development to build educator capability and confidence
✔ Career education that promotes real-world pathways in food and fibre industries
✔ National reach and local impact, including regional and remote communities
✔ Co-designed programs with industry and research partners
✔ Digital platforms with free, open access for teachers and students
✔ Alignment with government priorities in sustainability, STEM, and workforce growth
✔ Advocacy on a state and national level with various stakeholders

to suit a range of budgetsWAYS TO PARTNER

Investment in a National Education Program
Sponsor a curriculum-aligned food and fibre program or campaign that showcases
your industry, increase visibility, and connect directly with teachers and students
across Australia.

Enable the delivery of in-person food and fibre teacher professional learning,
workshops, and/or online training to equip teachers with the skills and resources to
confidently teach food and fibre across subjects and year levels.

Support for Teacher Professional Learning

Development and promotion of targeted careers-based programs for schools and
Careers Advisors/Counsellors, supported by in-school incursions with industry
organisations.

In-School Careers Programs

Sponsorship of Student Engagement Initiatives
Support interactive initiatives like competitions, challenges, or career-focused events
that inspire students, promote industry innovation, and highlight real-world pathways
into food and fibre. 
Regional and Remote School Outreach
Fund visits by PIEFA Education Officers to regional and remote schools, delivering
tailored Teacher PD and region-specific student activities to enhance local primary
industries knowledge.

PIEFA’s Associate Membership offers individuals and organisations a way to formally
support food and fibre education and PIEFA. Members enjoy acknowledgement across
PIEFA’s channels and other opportunities, including sponsoring resources or Teacher
PD. It’s a meaningful way to demonstrate a commitment to food and fibre education.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM



"Through a successful
partnership with PIEFA,
we’ve been able to
connect with teachers,
thousands of students,
and showcase the diverse
careers in our industry."

— Jenny H
Cotton Australia
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Every day, PIEFA helps educators bring Australia’s food and fibre industries to life in
classrooms across the country. Through our nationally trusted platforms and
partnerships, we equip thousands of teachers with curriculum-aligned resources,
support professional development, and connect students to real-world agricultural
experiences and career pathways.

Our reach is broad, our influence is growing, and our work is creating tangible change
— not just in education, but in workforce development, regional resilience, and the
future of Australia’s primary industries.

Proven Outcomes Making Real Change

"I am where I am with my
agriculture program
because of your resources,
help and support. It is
very much appreciated."

— Tracey F
Secondary School Teacher,
NSW

"Career Harvest made it
easy to explore where my
passion for agriculture
could take me. Now, I’m
studying a Bachelor of
Animal Science at university
and excited about the
opportunities ahead!"

— Jordan N
Student, University of
Adelaide

TESTIMONIALS
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PIEFA supports educators and students across the full learning pathway. 

PIEFA has a network of industry stakeholders that supports connecting schools with
industry. Our nationally trusted programs provide curriculum-aligned resources for
primary and secondary teachers, making it easy to embed food and fibre education
into everyday learning.

Through targeted professional development, we help teachers build confidence, stay
current with industry trends, and bring real-world relevance into their teaching. 

Our platforms also promote career awareness, connecting students to the diverse and
rewarding opportunities that exist across modern agriculture and Australia’s primary
industries.

our programs
Translating Industry Insight into Learning Experiences

Interactive food and fibre elearning
platform students can access at
any time, from anywhere.

More than 600 free, curriculum-
aligned food & fibre resources

for primary and secondary.

Showcasing careers in primary
industries, including scholarships

and pathway opportunities.

Connecting the classroom to the
farm with virtual  farm visits for
real-world experiences. 

primezone.edu.au primezoneacademy.edu.au

careerharvest.com.au farmertime.com.au



MEMBERS & PARTNERs

PIEFA is proud to be supported by a network of national and state-based partners who
share our commitment to building food and fibre literacy across Australia. From
Research and Development Corporations (RDCs) to industry bodies, our members and
project partners help shape and strengthen our impact in classrooms every day.

These partnerships ensure that our education resources reflect the realities of modern
agriculture — its innovation, diversity, and critical role in Australia’s future. By working
with PIEFA, our partners have a direct line to educators, students, and school
communities across the country — promoting career pathways, busting outdated
perceptions, and strengthening future workforce pipelines.

Our recent collaboration with Nutrien Ag Solutions™ is just one example of how we
co-design programs that are curriculum-aligned, nationally relevant, and deeply
engaging for teachers and students. Together, we’re sparking curiosity, supporting
critical thinking, and inspiring the next generation of leaders in food and fibre and
beyond.

Together, we can connect classrooms with industry and create a stronger and smarter
future for Australian primary industries.

Proven Outcomes Making Real Change

WHO WE WORK WITH

Australian Council of
Deans of Agriculture



www.primezone.edu.au www.piefa.edu.au 

www.primezoneacademy.edu.au www.careerharvest.com.au

As Australia’s peak body for food and fibre education, PIEFA offers unmatched
access to engaged educators and students across the country.

By partnering with us, your organisation can share key messages, promote
innovation, and build industry knowledge among the next generation —
strengthening the workforce pipeline and helping secure a thriving future for
Australian primary industries.

Luciano Mesiti
Chief Executive Officer
Primary Industries Education Foundation Australia
ceo@piefa.edu.au
0437 829 312 

contact us

let’s grow the future, 
together


