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Food and fibre production
Food and fibre production is addressed in two ways in the 
Australian Curriculum: 
• across a number of learning areas, where it is identified 

in content descriptions and elaborations
• as a context and a body of knowledge, understanding 

and skill in Design and Technologies.

Advice was prepared for writers to guide the inclusion of 
food and fibre production across learning areas. This is 
reflected in both Geography and Technologies.
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Presentation Notes
As a result of the discussions with PIEFA and other agriculture organisations we have come to the following position.Food and fibre production is addressed in two ways in the Australian Curriculum: across a number of learning areas, where it is identified in content descriptions and elaborations, for example science, geography and history; andas a context and a body of knowledge, understanding and skill in Design and Technologies.To get to this point advice has been prepared for writers to guide the inclusion of food and fibre production across learning areas. This is reflected in both Geography and Technologies.



Technologies curriculum
Curriculum has been 
developed: 
• from Foundation to Year 8 

in two subjects: Design 
and Technologies and 
Digital Technologies 

• from Years 9 to 10 in two 
optional subjects: Design 
and Technologies and 
Digital Technologies



National priorities

• Food and water security
• Health and wellbeing
• Knowledge economy
• Engineering, construction and 

manufacturing
• Innovation



Design and Technologies
Comprises two related strands: 

• Design and Technologies knowledge and understanding –
the use, development and impact of technologies and 
design ideas across a range of technologies contexts: 
engineering principles and systems; food and fibre 
production; food specialisations; materials and 
technologies specialisations

• Design and Technologies processes 
and production skills –
the skills needed to design and produce 
designed solutions.



Australian Curriculum: 
Geography

• Year 7: Water in the world; Place and 
liveability

• Year 8: Landforms and landscapes
• Year 9: Biomes and food security
• Year 10: Environmental change and 

management
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Australian Curriculum: Science
Biological sciences
The biological sciences sub-strand is concerned with understanding 
living things. The key concepts developed within this sub-strand are:
• a diverse range of living things have evolved on Earth over 

hundreds of millions of years
• living things are interdependent and interact with each other and 

their environment
• the form and features of living things are related to the functions that 

their body systems perform.
Students:
• investigate living things, and their interdependence and interactions 

within ecosystems
• explore their life cycles, body systems, structural adaptations and 

behaviours.
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Curriculum Connections
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STEM Connections
• ACARA coordinated the STEM Connections project in 

partnership with the Australian Association of 
Mathematics Teachers (AAMT). 

• Thirteen schools from across the country implemented 
integrated STEM projects with Year 9/10 students 
featuring high levels of collaboration between Science, 
Technologies and Mathematics teachers, industry 
support and an integrated STEM project. 

• Final presentations were shared with participants on 
29-30 July 2015.
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Biofuels – Henley High School

• Muradel industry partner
• Bio-oil from sustainable and renewable 

biomass (algae) 
• University of Adelaide provided advice
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Work samples
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Reports, strategies & projects

• National STEM School Education Strategy
• STEM Partnerships Forum report
• Independent Review into Regional, Rural 

and Remote Education Report
• Digital Technologies in focus: Supporting 

implementation of Digital Technologies
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More information

Contact:
Julie King
Curriculum Specialist, Technologies
Julie.king@acara.edu.au
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